Things you need to know:

· To book airline tickets for Africa, call Melinda Kuglitsch at 800.728.5301 or 414.433.0089 Fax: 414-433 0104 or on her e-mail mel@customtrav.agencymail.com  She gives an excellent service and good airfare rates.  
Alternatively you can also contact Ellizy at ellizy.jvr@gmail.com or +27 78 793 2936 for help with travel arrangements.
· You need a valid Passport to enter South Africa.

· You need proof of ownership on the rifles you bring into South Africa. (4457 custom form)

· You do not need any shots for South Africa; however it will be wise to go on a Malaria course just to be on the safe side.

· You do not need any permits if you are a bow hunter just an Invitation letter from us (your outfitter).

· I recommend Life-form Taxidermy in South Africa and Modern Taxidermy in the United States.

· Read: We recommend The Perfect Shot: Shot Placement for African Big Game by Kevin 'Doctari' Robertson
· Regardless of whether you buy a package or daily rate hunt, additional animals are available on a trophy fee basis; please see our latest pricelist. 

· We advise you to take out a trip insurance plan for your Safari.  You can use Access America and call them on 1-800-284-8300 for further information.
· Another add on that you might want to consider especially when you are planning a dangerous game hunt is MedjetAssist www.medjetassist.com or Global Rescue www.globalrescue.com as they can deploy their own professionals to the exact location of your emergency.
· No Safari dates will be reserved until a deposit has been received.

· On your first meeting with your P.H. or Guide, clearly discuss the hunt plan, your priorities and any special circumstances, i.e. health problems, etc.  Your P.H. is extremely qualified and is there to make your hunt as pleasurable as possible; however, he is not a mind reader.

· South Africa’s seasons are reversed from yours with April through October being the cool, dry fall and winter months.  For most part, daytime temperatures are pleasant and range from 60 to 80 degrees F.  In South Africa snowstorms are a rare exception, but temperatures can vary from 40 degrees at night to 80 degrees during the day - so prepare for all conditions.

· Important!  All firearms must be declared with US Customs before leaving the States.  Get this done well before you leave.  The location of the nearest Customs office can usually be found in the blue pages of your telephone guide.  Many Customs offices are lightly staffed and there are not always agents on hand.  Call ahead for an appointment.  This does not register your firearms in anyway, as you will receive the only record of listing; it’s called a “4457 custom deceleration form ".  Do not loose this record!  Without it, you will not be able to bring back your rifles into the US.  Keeping it with your passport should prevent it from being misplaced.

· On entering South Africa or Zimbabwe, you should also fill out an import firearm permit, with the serial numbers, model and calibers of your firearms.  Having this information handy, will prevent you having to open your rifle cases at this time.  Your firearms must be presented to a Customs official and the serial numbers you registered will be checked.  Your firearm permit must be stamped and retained by you until your departure.  Put it with your passport to prevent loss.  Your firearm permit will be dated as valid only until your departure date.  Be certain you do not put down a date prior to your actual departure.  You will also have to supply an in-country address to Immigration officials when arriving.  Have this information handy.  It is sometimes not enough to say you are going hunting in the bush at such and such a camp.  You will use your Safari Company’s home address, Ranch Dorpsrivier Box 31 Waterpoort Limpopo Province, 0909, South Africa. All our information will also be on your letter of invitation
· For a far quicker and easier experience through customs we can highly recommend a company called Rifle Permits www.riflepermits.com. They are a company who work hand-in-hand with the South African Police Services (SAPS) to provide "import/export" or "in-transit" permits for your rifle(s) before you arrive in South Africa. You can contact them at henry@riflepermits.com or +27 83 379 7062.
· Zimbabwe - Upon departing, you will be required to pay an airport tax (currently $20).  Zambia - Upon leaving Zambia, non-residents pay a departure tax of US$25. This is done in the baggage check-in area.  The tax must be paid in US currency and you must have the right change.  The stamp will be placed on your airline-boarding pass and stamped as you enter the departure lounge. 
· Again, please have the exact change!
· We recommend Woodpeckers Inn www.woodpeckersinn.co.za or Safari Club SA Lodge www.safariclubsa.co.za  both located in Kempton park minutes away from Johannesburg airport.  You can spend the night - this will also help you get over your jet lag and rest before your flight to Polokwane / Phalaborwa or any other destination.  They will pick you up at the airport outside the international arrivals hall, and take you to the guest house, which is close by.  You can take a hot shower and get a couple of hours sleep, and they’ll take you out to supper (own account).  They will provide breakfast the following morning and escort you back to the airport and help you get checked in.  Should your bows or rifles get misplaced or delayed, staying overnight in Johannesburg will also provide time for these items to catch up to you.  One night’s accommodation costs (currently) US$70 for an individual and (currently) US$98.20 for a couple.  Please contact Ellizy to help make arrangements for this, ellizy.jvr@gmial.com or +27 78 793 2936.
· Airport pick up and return is included from Polokwane and/or Phalaborwa. If you prefer not to fly to one of these locations and want to be picked up and returned to Johannesburg Oliver Tambo International then a cost of $450 one way would be an additional charge.
· Few travelers are aware that cameras and electronic equipment are not covered by airline baggage insurance.  If you read the fine print, airlines specifically disclaim liability for these items.  Place your cameras in your hand luggage. If you still use film, place your film in a lead line bad (sold at major camera stores) and also place these in your hand luggage.  

· There will be a good supply of local beer and wine, and limited supply of other liquor in camp.  Should you have a favorite, pick it up at the airports duty free shop or let us know in advance.
· Certain species cannot be imported into the US, unless you have obtained the necessary CITIES permit before the trophies are shipped.  In South Africa and Zimbabwe you must have the necessary CITIES permit before a Leopard or Elephant can be shipped. We recommend you apply for this CITIES permit after your hunt as it is only valid for one year.

· Should you wish to get your Safari on camera, professional Safari filming on a HDV camera, and editing is also available on request for $250.00 per day – minimum of 7 days (currently).  This includes editing of your DVD, graphics, music, maps and the cost to FedEx or DHL it to you after the editing is done.  The company we use is called iGala Productions and you can visit their website at www.igalaproductions.co.za  
· South Africa is 2 hours ahead of GMT, 7 hours ahead of New York time and 8 hours ahead of Texas time.

· Tips: A tipping recommendation sheet will be provided upon request.  

· Should you have any questions or special requests and or preferences, please feel free to e-mail us at ellizy.jvr@gmail.com or fanieasj@gmial.com and we shall do our best to assist you.
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